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Welcome ! Bienvenue !
Dear Colleagues and Friends,

In August 2023, we look forward to the 16th IWOP conference and meeting face-to-face in  
Lausanne, Switzerland.

We anticipate many original scientific presentations after the two-year break since the last IWOP 
meeting heroically and remotely hosted by our Czech Republic Colleagues.

As in the past, the conference will provide a forum for new knowledge about opportunistic organ-
isms (Pneumocystis, Toxoplasma, Cryptosporidium, Microsporidia, and others).

Knowing we haven’t been together socially in a while, there will be a number of events favoring 
networking :

•  Organism-based dinners, after a short walk through the old part of the city

•  Dinner on the last night, with before a possible tour of the Olympic Museum

Thus, on behalf of the organizing committee, I cordially invite you to plan to attend this meeting 
and I do look forward to seeing you in person in Lausanne !

Philippe Hauser
Institut de Microbiologie, CHUV Lausanne, Switzerland

https://www.meeting-com.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/ 
programme_pdf/Divers_2023/16th_IWOP_Book_of_abstracts.pdf

https://www.meeting-com.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/programme_pdf/Divers_2023/16th_IWOP_Book_of_abstracts.pdf
https://www.meeting-com.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/programme_pdf/Divers_2023/16th_IWOP_Book_of_abstracts.pdf


Program
FRIDAY, AUGUST 25th, 2023

08.30	 Registration� AUDITORIUM AREA

09.30-09.45	 OPENING REMARKS� AUDITORIUM MATHIAS MAYOR

09.45-10.15	 OPENING TALK� AUDITORIUM MATHIAS MAYOR

	 T 01
	 Demystifying the NIH grant application process for international 

investigators
	 Dr. Dona Love

10.15-10.45	 Coffee break� AUDITORIUM AREA

10.45-11.30	 SESSION 1 : Genetics, genomics I� AUDITORIUM MATHIAS MAYOR

	 Chairs : O. Cissé, L. Ma

10.45-11.00	 T 02
	 Centromere evolution during fungal pathogens Pneumocystis 

adaption to mammals
	 Dr. Ousmane Cisse, Dr. Shelly Curran, Dr. H. Diego Folco, Dr. Yueqin Liu, 

Ms. Lisa Bishop, Dr. Honghui Wang, Dr. Elizabeth Fischer, Dr. A. Sally Davis, 
Ms. Spenser Babb-Biernacki, Dr. Vinson Doyle, Dr. Jonathan Richards,  
Dr. Sergio Hassan, Dr. John Dekker, Dr. Pavel Khil, Dr. Jason Brenchley,  
Dr. Shiv Grewal, Prof. Melanie Cushion, Dr. Liang Ma, Dr. Joseph A Kovacs

11.00-11.15	 T 04
	 Diversity and phylogeny of mitochondrial genomes of Pneumocystis 

species from 11 mammalian species
	 Dr. Liang Ma, Dr. Li Peng, Ms. Regan Halverson, Ms. Isabella Lin, Dr. Shelly 

Curran, Dr. Jason Brenchley, Dr. Patrizia Danesi, Dr. A. Sally Davis, Dr. Evan 
Dessasau, Ms. Summer Hunter, Dr. Jamie Rothenburge, Dr. Antti Sukura, 
Dr. Terry Wright, Prof. Melanie Cushion, Dr. Francis Gigliotti, Dr. Sanjeeev 
Gumber, Dr. Ousmane Cisse, Dr. Joseph A Kovacs

11.15-11.30	 T 05
	 Genetic polymorphisms and systemic inflammatory response 

in patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) 
colonized by Pneumocystis jirovecii

	 Mrs. Rocio Salsoso, Dr. Vicente Friaza, Ms. Sara Martínez-Rodriguez,  
Dr. Carmen de la Horra, Ms. Mar Navarro, Prof. Ruben Morilla, Mr. Luis 
Giménez-Miranda, Prof. Francisco J. Medrano, Prof. Enrique Calderon



11.30-13.45	 Lunch & Posters� LUNCH & POSTER AREA

13.00-13.30	 Presence of the authors at their poster

	 P 04
	 Can Pneumocystis jirovecii be transmitted via human breast milk?
	 Dr. Żaneta Zajączkowska, Dr. Magdalena Szydłowicz, Prof. Barbara 

Królak-Olejnik, Ms. Antonina Lewicka, Mr. Błażej Łukianowski, Dr. Marta Kicia

	 P 05
	 Tracking the ability of echinocandin treated mice to transmit 

Pneumocystis infection after re-initiation of the sexual cycle
	 Mr. Alan Ashbaugh, Prof. Melanie Cushion

	 P 08
	 Characterization of the fluorescent probe, monochlorobimate, for 

rapid assessment of glutathione inhibitors in Pneumocystis murina
	 Ms. Sandy Rebholz, Dr. Alexey Porollo, Prof. Melanie Cushion

	 P 09
	 Role of EphA2 tyrosine kinase receptor-signaling pathway in 

Pneumocystis pneumonia (PCP)
	 Dr. Ted Kottom, Dr. Eva Carmona, Prof. Andrew Limper

13.45-14.45	 SESSION 2 : Interaction with host� AUDITORIUM MATHIAS MAYOR

	 Chairs : A. Limper, J. Kolls

13.45-14.00	 T 06
	 Antibody-mediated modulation of Pneumocystis host response 

isdependent on specific Fc receptor effector functions
	 Prof. Andrew Limper, Dr. Ted Kottom, Dr. Eva Carmona

14.00-14.15	 T 07
	 On the tolerance to labile copper by Pneumocystis murina
	 Dr. Alexey Porollo, Mrs. Sandra Rebholz, Mr. Steven Sayson, Mr. Alan 

Ashbaugh, Prof. Melanie Cushion

14.15-14.30	 T 09
	 Effect of roflumilast on the immune response induced by 

Pneumocystis colonization in COPD patients
	 Dr. Vicente Friaza, Ms. Margarida Ramon, Dr. Carmen de la Horra, Dr. Rocio 

Salsoso, Dr. Cristina Escorial, Ms. Mar Navarro-Alonso, Dr. Juan Delgado, 
Prof. Rubén Morilla, Prof. Francisco Medrano, Prof. Enrique Calderon

14.30-14.45	 T 10
	 The significance of the WNT/β-catenin signaling pathway in 

Pneumocystis pneumonia
	 Dr. Eva Carmona, Dr. Ted Kottom, Prof. Andrew Limper



14.45-15.15	 Coffee break� AUDITORIUM AREA

15.15-16.15	 SESSION 3 : Pathogenesis and model of infection� AUDITORIUM MATHIAS MAYOR

	 Chairs : E. Calderon, S. Sayson

15.15-15.30	 T 11*
	 Inflammasome activation and neutrophil extracellular traps during 

Pneumocystis pneumonia
	 Mr. Steven Sayson, Mr. Alan Ashbaugh, Prof. Melanie Cushion

15.30-15.45	 T 12
	 Pneumocystis jirovecii and systemic inflammatory response in 

patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD)
	 Ms. Sonia Gutierrez, Dr. Carmen de la Horra, Prof. Enrique Calderon,  

Prof. Ruben Morilla, Ms. Mar Navarro, Ms. Sara Martínez-Rodriguez, Dr. Juan 
Delgado, Prof. Francisco J. Medrano

15.45-16.00	 T 13
	 In vitro studies of Pneumocystis using Precision Cut Lung Slices
	 Mr. Ferris Munyonho, Dr. Jay Kolls

16.00-16.15	 T 03*
	 Genome analysis of Microsporidia MB : a malaria-

transmissionblocking symbiont of the Anopheles mosquito
	 Ms. Lilian Ang’ang’o, Dr. Jeremy Herren, Prof. Ozlem Tastan Bishop,  

Mr. Edward Makhulu, Ms. Jacqueline Wahura, Ms. Anne Wairimu,  
Dr. Thomas Onchuru

16.15	 Time at your leisure

17.00	 Walk to the restaurant L’Evêché or by metro M2 to stop “Bessières”

19.00	 ORGANISM-BASED dinner at the restaurant L’Evêché

	 * Student presentation



SATURDAY, AUGUST 26th, 2023

08.30	 Welcome� AUDITORIUM AREA

09.30-10.15	 SESSION 4 : Cellular biology� AUDITORIUM MATHIAS MAYOR

	 Chairs : L. Weiss, M. Cushion

09.30-09.45	 T 14*
	 Single cell RNA sequencing of the Pneumocystis carinii life cycle 

stages
	 Mr. Aaron Albee, Dr. Alexey Porollo, Mr. Steven Sayson, Mr. Alan 

Ashbaugh, Dr. Melanie Cushion

09.45-10.00	 T 15
	 Studies on the composition of the Encephalitozoon hellem polar 

tube
	 Ms. Elizabeth Weyer, Dr. Bing Han, Dr. Rebekah Guevara, Dr. Tadakimi 

Tomita, Dr. Louis Weiss

10.00-10.15	 T 16
	 Structural cell biology of Microsporidia using cryo-ET and volume 

EM
	 Dr. Noelle Antao, Ms. Mahrukh Usmani, Dr. Pattana Jaroenlak, Ms. Kacie 

McCarty, Dr. Nicolas Coudray, Mr. Ari Davydov, Ms. Cherry Lam,  
Ms. Harshita Ramchandani, Prof. Feng-Xia Liang, Prof. Gira Bhabha,  
Prof. Damian Ekiert

10.15-10.45	 Coffee break� AUDITORIUM AREA

10.45-12.00	 SESSION 5 : Genetics, genomics II� AUDITORIUM MATHIAS MAYOR

	 Chairs : A. Porollo, B. Blasi

10.45-11.00	 T 17
	 Multilocus genetic diversity of distinct Pneumocystis spp. variants in 

pigs from Austrian farms
	 Dr. Barbara Blasi, Dr. Liang Ma, Dr. Ousmane Cisse, Ms. Ana Breil,  

Mr. Christian Knecht, Prof. Herbert Weissenböck, Dr. Christiane 
Weissenbacher-Lang

	 * Student presentation



11.00-11.15	 T 19*
	 Pneumocystis jirovecii antigenic variation uses reassortment of 

subtelomeric genes’ repertoires
	 Mrs. Caroline Meier, Dr. Marco Pagni, Ms. Sophie Richard, Dr. Konrad 

Mühlethaler, Dr. Joao Almeida, Prof. Gilles Nevez, Prof. Melanie Cushion, 
Prof. Enrique Calderon, Dr. Philippe Hauser

11.15-11.30	 T 20
	 Pneumocystis jirovecii antigenic variation may be mediated by DNA 

triplexes
	 Mrs. Caroline Meier, Dr. Marco Pagni, Ms. Sophie Richard, Dr. Konrad 

Mühlethaler, Dr. Joao Almeida, Prof. Gilles Nevez, Prof. Melanie Cushion, 
Prof. Enrique Calderon, Dr. Philippe Hauser

11.30-11.45	 T 21
	 Determination of the mitochondrial genetic code in fission yeasts 

and Pneumocystis through mass spectrometry
	 Dr. Liang Ma, Dr. Honghui Wang, Dr. Ousmane Cisse, Dr. Shelly Curran,  

Dr. Joseph A Kovacs

11.45-14.00	 Lunch & Posters� LUNCH & POSTER AREA

13.30-14.00	 Presence of the authors at their poster
	 (list of posters as on Friday 25.08.23)

14.00-15.00	 SESSION 6 : Epidemiology� AUDITORIUM MATHIAS MAYOR

	 Chairs : G. Nevez, M. Kicia

14.00-14.15	 T 22
	 Pneumocystis pneumonia outbreaks among transplant recipients : 

unraveling the mystery
	 Prof. Gilles Nevez, Dr. Claire Hoffmann, Dr. Marie-Christine Moal,  

Dr. Anne Grall-Jézéquel, Dr. Konrad Muehlethaler, Prof. Yannick Le Meur,  
Dr. Solène Le Gal

14.15-14.30	 T 23*
	 Clusters of patients with Pneumocystis jirovecii pneumonia 

harboring similar repertoires of genes encoding the major surface 
glycoproteins

	 Mrs. Caroline Meier, Dr. Marco Pagni, Ms. Sophie Richard, Dr. Konrad 
Mühlethaler, Dr. Joao Almeida, Dr. Solène Le Gal, Prof. Melanie Cushion, 
Prof. Enrique Calderon, Dr. Philippe Hauser

	 * Student presentation



14.30-14.45	 T 24
	 Shelter dogs are important reservoir of opportunistic protists
	 Dr. Magdalena Szydłowicz, Dr. Żaneta Zajączkowska, Dr. Bohumil Sak, 

Prof. Martin Kváč, Dr. Nikola Holubová, Ms. Antonina Lewicka, Mr. Błażej 
Łukianowski, Mr. Mateusz Kamiński, Dr. Marta Kicia

14.45-15.00	 T 25
	 Meta-analysis of published data on Pneumocystis in 248 different 

mammal species
	 Dr. Christiane Weissenbacher-Lang, Ms. Anna Grenl, Dr. Barbara Blasi

15.00-15.45	 Coffee break� AUDITORIUM AREA

15.45-15.55	 Award� AUDITORIUM MATHIAS MAYOR

15.55-16.10	 Summary Session� AUDITORIUM MATHIAS MAYOR

	 O. Cissé, C. Weissenbacher, L. Weiss

16.10-16.15	 Picture of participants’ group� AUDITORIUM MATHIAS MAYOR

16.15	 Transportation to visit the Olympic Museum 
by Metro M2 up to stop “Ouchy-Olympique” 
or Time at your leisure

16.45	 Visit the Olympic Museum (optional, 20 CHF)� OLYMPIC MUSEUM

	 or Time at your leisure

18.30	 Aperitif� MÖVENPICK HOTEL RESTAURANT

19.30	 Networking Dinner & Farewell� MÖVENPICK HOTEL RESTAURANT

� AV. DE RHODANIE 4, 1007 LAUSANNE



Participants
T 14	 Aaron Albee, Presenting author, University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, US

T 03	 Lilian Ang’ang’o, Presenting author, Rhodes University, Makhanda/Grahamstorn, ZA

P 05	 Alan Ashbaugh, Presenting author, University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, US

T 17	 Barbara Blasi, Presenting author, University of Veterinary Medicine Vienna, Vienna, AT

T 05/T 09/T 12	 Enrique Calderón, Scientific committee / pres. author, Universidad de Sevilla, 
Utrera, ES

T 10	 Eva Carmona Porquera, Presenting author, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, US

T 02	 Ousmane Cisse, Presenting author, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, US

-	 Melanie T Cushion, Scientific committee / author, Cincinnati VAMC, Cincinnati, US

T 16	 Damian Ekiert, Presenting author, NYU School of Medicine, New York, US

-	 Nicolle Gobbo Oliveira Eruenlue, Participant, University of Veterinary Medicine 
Vienna, Vienna, AT

T 20	 Philippe Hauser, Scientific committee / pres. author, CHUV - Inst. of Microbiology, 
Lausanne, CH

T 24	 Marta Kicia, Presenting author, Wroclaw Medical University, Wroclaw PL

T 13	 Jay Kolls, Presenting author, Tulane School of Medicine, New Orleans, US

P 09	 Ted Kottom, Presenting author, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, US

-	 Solène Le Gal, Participant, CHU Brest, Brest, FR

T 06	 Andrew Limper, Presenting author, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, US

T 01	 Dona Love, Presenting author, National Institute of Allergy and Infectius, Bethesda, US

T 04/T 21	 Liang Ma, Presenting author, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, US

T 19/T 23	 Caroline Meier, Presenting author, Institute of Microbiology, Lausanne, CH

T 22	 Gilles Nevez, Scientific committee / pres. author, Brest University Hospital, Brest, FR

T 07	 Alexey Porollo, Presenting author, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center, 
Cincinnati, US

P 08	 Sandy Rebholz, Presenting author, University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, US

-	 Sophie Richard, Participant, CHUV - Inst. of Microbiology, Lausanne, CH

T 11	 Steven Sayson, Presenting author, University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, US

T 15	 Louis Weiss, Scientific committee / pres. author, Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine, New Rochelle, US

T 25	 Christiane Weissenbacher-Lang, Presenting author, University of Veterinary 
Medicine Vienna, Vienna, AT

P 04	 Żaneta Zajączkowska, Presenting author, Wroclaw Medical University, Wroclaw, PL



General information
Organism-based dinner (25.08.2023) : CHF ca. 60.00

Walk 17 min from the hotel des Patients by the chemin du Calvaire (sloping) and through the old 
part of the city, passing in front of the castle St-Maire and Cathedral.

OR

Line M2 direction “Ouchy-Olympique” up to stop “Bessières” + 3 min walk through the 
Bessières bridge westwards

•	 Venue : restaurant l’Evêché, rue Louis Curtat 4, http://www.leveche.ch
•	 Before dinner : possible climbing up to the top of the “Tour du Beffroi” of the Cathedral  

of Lausanne (18.00 at latest, 224 steps, https://www.cathedrale-lausanne.ch,  
100 m from the restaurant l’évêché, 5 CHF)

•	 After dinner : we will be able to see and hear the person, the “Guet”, screaming the hour at 
the top of the “Tour du Beffroi” of the Cathedral at 22.00 or 23.00.

http://www.leveche.ch
https://www.cathedrale-lausanne.ch/accueil/


General information
Travel grants
There will be a limited number of 500.– CHF grants upon formal application for students  
requiring to allow participation. Submit complete applications including a short CV of no more 
than half a page, the planned contribution to the meeting, and a supporting letter from the 
research supervisor to Philippe.Hauser@chuv.ch.

Directions
Geneva and Zurich airports are respectively 1 and 2.5 hours of train from Lausanne. Buy tickets 
at the train station that is within the airport (schedule at https://www.sbb.ch/). Take metro M2 
from Lausanne train station to hotels (see below stops).

Accommodation in Lausanne
Housing is ca. 175 Swiss francs per night with breakfast (180 USD).
The hospital has got its own hotel that is 500 m away from the conference auditorium :
•  Hotel des Patients (https://lausanne.hoteldespatients.ch, line M2 direction “Croisettes” up to 

stop “CHUV”)

A wide range of hotels can be found on Lausanne Tourisme website
(https://www.lausanne-tourisme.ch/en/)

Hotels are offering the Lausanne Transport Card, with which you can use public transport 
in the agglomeration (bus, train, metro) freely throughout your stay, included from the train 
station upon your arrival by presenting your hotel booking document.

Congress venue
University Hospital / CHUV, Auditoire Mathias Mayor, Rue du Bugnon 46, CH-1011 Lausanne
The CHUV is easily reachable by Metro (line M2, stop “CHUV”) from Lausanne railway station 
and Lausanne centre. Website http://www.lausanneuniversityhospital.com

WIFI eduroam
The international WIFI eduroam (education roaming) is available within the auditorium area where 
the meeting takes place.

Congress management
Meeting.com Congress Organisation  •  Mrs Nicole Giacomini
P.O. Box 100  •  CH-1033 Cheseaux-sur-Lausanne
www.meeting-com.ch  •  info@meeting-com.ch  •  T +41 (0)21 312 92 62

mailto:Philippe.Hauser%40chuv.ch?subject=
https://www.sbb.ch/en/home.html
https://lausanne.hoteldespatients.ch
https://www.lausanne-tourisme.ch/en
http://www.lausanneuniversityhospital.com
http://www.meeting-com.ch
mailto:info%40meeting-com.ch?subject=


Included in registration fee
•  Attendance at the Scientific Sessions & Exhibition area ;
•  Certificate of participation ;
•  Congress Material (with personalized Name badge) ;
•  Coffee breaks and lunches according to the programme ;

Networking Dinner (26.08.2023) : CHF 110.00 (VAT incl.)
•  The networking dinner is NOT included in the registration fee and has to be booked separately ;
•  A reservation is mandatory ;
•  Venue : Mövenpick Hotel Restaurant, Av. de Rhodanie 4, CH-1007 Lausanne, Switzerland, 

https://movenpick.accor.com/en/europe/switzerland/lausanne/hotel-lausanne.html 
(line M2 direction “Ouchy-Olympique” up to stop “Ouchy-Olympique” + 3 min walk 
along the lake westwards).

•  Before dinner : possible visit of Olympic Museum, Quai d’Ouchy 1, CH-1006 Lausanne, 
Switzerland, https://olympics.com/museum  (20.– CHF, line M2 direction “Ouchy-Olympique” 
up to stop “Ouchy-Olympique” + 7 min walk along the lake eastwards).

Payment methods & confirmation
•  By credit card when registering online by secure SSL registration ;
•  A confirmation of payment will be sent by email.

Cancellation policy & refund
•  In case of cancellation 30 days prior the event, the refund of the amount paid will be done 

minus CHF 60.00 for administrative costs. Thereafter no refund is possible ;
•  Cancellation must be sent by email or fax to the Congress Secretariat ;
•  Legal jurisdiction is Lausanne/Switzerland.

SPONSORS	 SUPPORT




